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ENHANCING PREVENTION THROUGH PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS

WHAT IS THE PUBLIC HEALTH ISSUE?
• The majority of  Americans obtain health insurance through their employers and spend one-third of  their 

waking hours in the workplace.
• Employers play a key role in promoting performance-driven healthcare systems and incentives for 

improvement in their role as purchasers of  healthcare, as well as through their worksite health promotion 
programs, and as community leaders.

• The majority of  Americans receive their care through the private healthcare delivery system, paid for by 
their employers, Medicare, or Medicaid.

• New partnerships with employers and other healthcare purchasers, as well as healthcare delivery 
organizations and providers, are necessary to advance the science and practice of  health promotion and 
disease and injury prevention.

WHAT HAS CDC ACCOMPLISHED? 
To strengthen its ties with these groups and to provide support for prevention initiatives, CDC has devel-
oped a number of  programmatic and research activities. 
• The CDC Business Cooperative Agreement, a partnership with member companies of  the National 

Business Group on Health and the National Business Coalition on Health, addresses opportunities 
to improve evidence-based purchasing of  preventive health services for employees and dependents, 
worksite health programs, and the value of  population-based health promotion.

• In addition to private purchasers of  healthcare, CDC also works with the American Association 
of  Health Plans, the Alliance of  Community Health Plans, the National Institute for Healthcare 
Management, and Blue Cross Blue Shield Association of  America to ensure that healthcare delivered 
through or supported by these groups represents the public health perspective on behalf  of  CDC and 
supports the delivery of  quality preventive services wherever possible.

• CDC manages two task-order contracts that fund prevention research and programs in diverse care 
settings, including Health Maintenance Organizations and Preferred Provider Organizations. With these 
contracts, CDC supports 23 projects, totaling $35 million, to promote use of  its products and programs, 
create public and private linkages to improve health outcomes, influence health policy, test prevention 
and healthcare delivery strategies, and evaluate their effects. 

WHAT ARE THE NEXT STEPS?
As rapid changes in the U.S. healthcare system continue, and healthcare purchasers, health plans, and provid-
ers of  care struggle to control costs, these groups will need to unite with public health to solve problems of  
collective concern. CDC must continue to participate in these discussions and partnerships to influence and 
create opportunities for new prevention-oriented research and improved prevention health services delivery 
to improve healthcare for all Americans. 
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